
The 2010 Beacon of
Light Humanitarian
Awards, “Stars of the
City,” will leave atten-
dees star struck!   The
event will feature local
“stars,” Ed & Carole
Rigaud and Moe Rouse,
as Lighthouse presents
them our prestigious

Beacon of Light Humanitarian Award.  

Ed, Carole and Moe have served as volun-
teers on more than 40 boards in the City of
Cincinnati and have given countless hours
back to the community.  Each honoree has
demonstrated leadership and involvement
with youth; service and/or philanthropy; and
a commitment to making brighter lives for
youth and families. Read more about these
exemplary members of our community by
visiting www.lys.org.   

In addition to the
Awards Ceremony, the
evening will include an
elegant dinner, a Big
SurPRIZE sponsored by
Saks Fifth Avenue, and
a dazzling performance
by local Broadway veter-
ans Mark Hardy and
Teresa DeZarn.  Event
committee members, led
by chair Aurelia Candie
Simmons, are sure to
leave a few surprises in
store to make the evening
one to remember.

Proceeds from “Stars of the City” support
the services provided by Lighthouse Youth
Services to over 5,000 youth and families in
need each year.  Sponsorship opportunities are
available.  For more information, or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.lys.org or call
Natalie Schwab at (513) 487-7109.
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Lighthouse Launches
Multi-Dimensional
Therapeutic Foster Care
Beginning in February 2010, Lighthouse Youth
Services has expanded foster care services to
include Multi-Dimensional Therapeutic Foster
Care (MTFC), a new type of treatment for
teens with severe behavioral problems.  The
MTFC model is offered to youth ages 12-18 in
the custody of the county Children’s Services

as an alternative to more costly 
residential treatment placements.  
The goal of this evidence-based best 
practice program is stabilization and
reunification with a parent, relative,
or other permanent caregiver.  
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Chafee Bill Remembered
Close friends of Lighthouse Youth Services will remember 
the triumph of the 1999 Chafee Bill signing which provided
significant improvements for youth aging out of foster care.
Funding from the bill revved up life skill training, created
effective after-care services, and allowed better support to the
young adults starting out independently.  

Kristy Jo Frazier, a former Lighthouse client of the
Independent Living Program (ILP), had the privilege of speak-
ing at the signing ten years ago, and returned to Washington
D.C. for the 10th anniversary.  There is much to celebrate in
the years since the Chafee Bill took effect: Medicaid has been
extended to former foster children until age 21 and a $5,000
scholarship eases the burden of a college education. 
In December, Kristy returned to Lighthouse, the place that
gave her support when there was no one else.  At age 17,
Kristy was no longer in foster care, and was on her own.
Thanks to the ILP program at Lighthouse, she received life
skill classes that helped her learn to cook, clean, budget, use
public transportation, and face everyday challenges.  

Today, Kristy is a 30-something mother of two, a loving wife
to a fire captain, and a successful college student.  She credits
Lighthouse Youth Services and former Independent Living
Program Director Mark Kroner for making her resilient and
independent.

The Lighthouse Independent Living Program model and its
training manual have been copied throughout the country.
Many counties and states have found the program to save
funds, and have learned what we have: a little help toward 
independence allows disadvantaged youth to become fully
responsible, contributing adults in our communities.

Grant Helps
Weather the
Economic Storm

Lighthouse President/CEO Bob Mecum with Kristy Jo Frazier

The Anthony House program
at Lighthouse Youth Services
received a grant from the
Weathering the Economic
Storm Fund, a partnership of
19 funders, managed by the
Greater Cincinnati
Foundation (GCF).  The
$20,000 gift will be applied
toward operating expenses
to further Anthony House

services to homeless young adults, ages 
18 – 24.  “The gift provided by the
Weathering the Economic Storm Fund
affirms their confidence in Lighthouse, that
we will continue to provide quality services
to those in need,” says Lighthouse President
& CEO Bob Mecum.

This initiative to continue improving the 
quality of life in our community is made 
possible by the following funders:

The Butler Foundation
Christ Church Cathedral
Clermont Community Fund of the GCF
The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile Jr. of the 

U.S. Bank Founation
The Conway Foundation
The Thomas J. Emery Memorial
The Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati
The Andrew Jergens Foundation
Macy’s
The Mayerson Foundation
The National City Foundation
Northern Kentucky Fund of GCF
The Daniel & Susan Pfau Foundation
Procter & Gamble Fund of GCF
William Cooper Procter Fund
Scripps Howard Foundation
United Way of Greater Cincinnati
Women’s Fund of GCF
Craig Young Family Foundation
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The Lighthouse Happy Holidays gift drive for over
2,000 Lighthouse youth and family members was a
huge success.  Thanks to partnerships with WCPO
Channel 9 and Meijer, along with support from
some of our Cincinnati Bengals, Q-102, and hun-
dreds of community members,  many children were
able to have a once in a lifetime Christmas. 

Q102 and LiveNation hosted the
first annual “Jingle Ball,” featuring
the BareNaked Ladies, Ingrid
Michaelson, American Idol’s Jason
Castro, and The All-American
Rejects, with a portion of all ticket

sales benefiting Happy Holidays.  This event, in con-
junction with Seton High School, raised nearly $5,000.

Bengals Johnathan Joseph, Michael Johnson, and
Jordan Palmer treated 30 deserving Lighthouse chil-
dren to a shopping event at the Oakley Meijer.  But it
didn’t take a professional athlete to make thousands
of children smile this holiday season.  Individuals,
families, church groups, office parties, and many 
others helped contribute to the project’s success!  
Thank you!

Happy Holidays is a Success!

P 513.221.3350     F 513.221.3665     WWW.LYS.ORG
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Jordan Palmer, Johnathan Joseph, Michael Johnson take
Lighthouse clients shopping

MTFC foster parents are recruited, trained and 
supported to become part of the treatment team.
They provide close supervision and implement a 
structured, individualized program for each youth.  
In addition, foster parents participate in group 
support meetings weekly, and have access to 
program staff 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  

Lighthouse Foster Care is always looking for 
loving foster parents.  If you are interested in
learning more about becoming a foster parent,
or about Multi-Dimensional Therapeutic Foster
Care, call Darla Urban at 513-487-7135.

FOSTER CARE continued from cover

Division Director of Lighthouse Homeless & Runaway Youth
Division Geoff Hollenbach (left) and Lighthouse
Development Assistant Andrea Granieri (right), with
American Idol’s Jason Castro (center) at Seton High School
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Lighthouse is unique in its approach to foster
care, providing foster parents a system of support
and training necessary to help them through 
challenges that sometimes arise with abused and
neglected children.  

Lighthouse Youth Services offers the professional
foster parent:
• Case management by a licensed social worker
• A foster parent Team Leader available 24/7
for reporting and support

• Quarterly clothing vouchers
• Mileage reimbursement for transportation  
related to the foster child 

• Planned and crisis respite
• Reimbursement of school fees
• Tax free per diem, paid the 10th day of each
month (direct deposit available)

• Paid training

Become a Foster Parent!

The mission of the Lighthouse Foster Care Program 
is to provide a nurturing environment in which 

children and youth can grow, mature, and eventually
return to their biological families or function in the 

community as independent young adults.

For more information, please contact Foster 
Care Recruiter Darla Urban (513) 487-7135 or
durban@lys.org.
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